SURAH AL-HUMAZAH

Comprehensive Guide & Complete Information
BASIC FACTS & CLASSIFICATIONS

* Name: Al-Humazah (Arabic: s jogll) - The Slanderer, The Traducer, or The Scorner.
* Surah Number: 104th chapter of the Quran.

* Juz (Part): 30th Juz (Juz 'Amma).

* Number of Verses (Ayat): 9

* Number of Words / Letters: 33 words / 133 letters.

* Revelation Type: Makki (Revealed in Makkah).

HISTORICAL CONTEXT (ASBAB AL-NUZUL)

During the Makkan period, the early Muslims were a small, often marginalized group
facing intense opposition from the wealthy and powerful chieftains of the Quraysh tribe.
The Surah was specifically revealed in response to the behavior of prominent Makkan
leaders—such as Umayyah ibn Khalaf, Al-Akhnas ibn Shariq, and Al-Walid ibn al-Mughira.

These individuals possessed immense wealth and used their social status to openly mock,
belittle, and slander Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers. They believed their
riches made them superior and invincible. The Surah was sent down as a severe warning
against this specific type of arrogant, destructive behavior.

CORE THEMES AND SUBJECTS

* The Sin of Character Assassination: The Surah unequivocally condemns any form of
mocking, gossiping, backbiting, or insulting. It highlights that destroying someone else's
dignity is a major sin in Islam.

* The Delusion of Materialism: It addresses the psychological trap of hoarding wealth.
The Surah describes a person who compulsively counts their money, suffering from the



delusion that their wealth will grant them immortality or protect them from divine
reckoning.

* Divine Retribution (The Crushing Fire): The punishment described in this Surah is
perfectly tailored to the sin. Those who "crushed" the feelings and reputations of others
in the world will be thrown into Al-Hutamah (The Crusher), a fire that physically and
spiritually shatters their false pride.

KEY ARABIC VOCABULARY & MEANINGS

L
* Wayl (J.: §): Translated as "Woe." It is a severe warning of destruction, ruin, or a

specific valley in Hell designated for certain sinners.

* Humazah (Qj.&.i): Derived from a root meaning "to break" or "to poke." It refers to

backbiting—mocking someone behind their back, spreading malicious gossip, or
mimicking them with derogatory gestures.
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* Lumazah (9_}.5]): Refers to slandering or insulting someone directly to their face. It

involves open mockery, fault-finding, and verbal abuse.

* Al-Hutamah (gsja.ijl) One of the names of Hellfire. It translates to "The Crusher"

or "That which breaks to pieces."

* Al-Af'idah (9:\;_331 1): Translates to "the hearts." The Surah states the fire will leap up

over the hearts, signifying that the punishment targets the spiritual center where the
person's arrogance, lack of empathy, and love for wealth originated.

MAIN LESSONS AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

* Guard Your Tongue: Words have weight. Casual gossip, cyberbullying, and office
politics are not trivial matters; they have severe spiritual consequences.

* Wealth is a Test, Not a Savior: Islam encourages earning a halal living, but this
Surah warns against becoming emotionally attached to money to the point where
it breeds arrogance or a false sense of security.

* Respect Human Dignity: Every human being has a God-given dignity. Using one's
status, wealth, or power to humiliate another person is entirely against the
teachings of the Quran.
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