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CAN MUSLIMS LIE FOR THE SAKE OF ISLAM?

The Rule, the Three Doors, and the One Shield

THE RULING IN SHORT

1. No. Lying (kadhib) is haram, a major sin, and the first sign of the hypocrite. No source permits lying to non-

Muslims, or deceiving anyone to spread Islam.

2. Three doors only. The Prophet % allowed what people call lying in war stratagem, in reconciling two
people, and in kind speech between spouses (Sahih Muslim 2605a) — and scholars prefer true, indirect words

even there.

3. One shield. Taqiyya is concealing your faith under coercion, when life or safety faces a real threat and your

heart stays firm (C&ran 3:28; 16:106). It is a concession for the persecuted, not a tool for dawah.

QURAN 3:28 — SURAH AAL-E-IMRAN
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La yattakhidhi al-mu'minuna al-kafirina aw]iya’a min duni al-mu'minin; wa man yafal dhalika fa—]aysa
mina Allahi f1 shay’in illa an tattaqu minhum tuqah; wa yuhadhdhirukumu Allahu nafsah; wa ila Allahi al-
masir.

“Believers should not take disbelievers as guardians instead of the believers—and whoever does so will
have nothing to hope for from Allah—unless it is a precaution against their tyranny. And Allah warns you
about Himself. And to Allah is the final return.”

— Khattab, The Clear Quran
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QURAN 16:106 — SURAH AN-NAHL
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Man kafara bi-Allahi min ba'di imanihi illa man ukriha wa qalbuhu mutma'innun bi-al-imani wa lakin

man sharaha bi-al-kufri sadran fa—'alayhim ghadabun mina Allahi wa lahum '"adhabun 'azim.

“Whoever disbelieves in Allah after their belief—not those who are forced while their hearts are firm in
faith, but those who embrace disbelief wholeheartedly—they will be condemned by Allah and suffer a
tremendous punishment.”

— Khattab, The Clear Quran
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WORD BY WORD: THE PHRASES THE RULING TURNS ON

ARABIC TRANSLITERATION WHAT IT MEANS
1% tuqah A precaution, a guarding of yourself against harm
(3:28)
Al 3; awliya Guardians, protectors, allies taken over others
- (3:28)
2
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ojf‘ ukriha He is forced, compelled against his will (16:106)

“3: o o) s "ﬂaﬁ qalbuhu mutma'innun bi-al- His heart is at rest, firm, with faith (16:106)

iman

\;:L:p °~}§ DSL - . % sharaha bi-al-kufri sadran He opens his chest to disbelief willingly (16:106)
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THE THREE DOORS

THE THREE
WHAT IS EXCUSED WHAT IS NEVER EXCUSED

DOORS

War Stratagem against an enemy who is Treachery, breaking a treaty or a promise
fighting you (khid'ah) (khiyanah)

Reconciliation Good words that bring two estranged Lies that take a right, spread a dispute, or
people back together harm a third person

Spouses Kind, softening words that protect Lies about money, rights, or anything that
affection at home cheats a spouse

TAQIYYA, KITMAN AND TAWRIYA: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

TERM WHAT IT IS ITS LIMIT

Taqiyya Concea]ing faith, or saying what you are Real danger only; the heart stays firm; a
forced to say, under coercion concession, not a duty

Kitman  Concealment by silence; not volunteering Never concealing testimony or a right owed to
what is yours to withhold someone else

Tawriya  True words carrying a second sense that you The words must stay true in the sense intended;
intend no cheating anyone of a right

Ma'areed  Indirect speech, the wider habit behind Al-Bukhari's chapter title calls it "a safe way to
tawriya avoid a lie" (6209)

Khid'ah Battlefield stratagem in war Never treachery (khiyanah) or a broken covenant
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BEFORE YOU SPEAK — THE DECISION CARD

BEFORE YOU SPEAK

1. Am I inside one of the Three Doors — war stratagem, reconciling two people, or kind words to my

spouse?
2. Is a life, a limb, or someone's safety under a real threat?

3. Can true, indirect words do the job instead of a falsehood?

If all three answers are no, the answer is the truth — or silence.
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