CURRENTISLAM.COM - SALAH & DAILY PRAYERS

NAMAZ RAKAT TABLE

FAJR 4 - ZUHAR 10 - ASR 4 - MAGHRIB 5 : ISHA 9 - JUMMA 12

THE CHART — ONE DAY AT A GLANCE

This chart counts what a Hanafi should not casually skip: the fard (obligatory), the sunnah muakkadah (the
emphasized sunnah the Prophet £ kept persistently) and witr. Optional rak'ahs are tabled separately underneath,
never hidden inside the tortals.

SUNNAH MUAKKADAH BEFORE FARD SUNNAH MUAKKADAH AFTER TOTAL
Fajr 2 2 — — 4
Zuhar 4 4 2 — 10
Asr — 4 — — 4
Maghrib ~ — 3 2 — 5
Isha — 4 2 3 9
Day total 6 17 6 3 32

THE 17-12-3 LOCK

Seventeen fard are the lock itself. Twelve sunnah muakkadah guard it — the Prophet £ listed them himself: four
before Zuhar and two after it, two after Maghrib, two after Isha, two before Fajr — promising a house in Paradise
to whoever prays them in a day and night (Sahih Muslim 728a; Jami' ac-Tirmidhi 415, Sahih, Darussalam). Three

witr close the night. I7 +12+3 =132
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OPTIONAL EXTRAS (SUNNAH GHAYR MUAKKADAH AND NAFL)

PRAYER THIS CHART WITH EXTRAS WHAT IS ADDED

Fajr 4 4 —

Zuhar 10 12 2 nafl after the sunnah

Asr 4 8 4 sunnah ghayr muakkadah before

Maghrib 5 7 2 nafl after the sunnah

Isha 9 17 4 ghayr muakkadah before; 2 + 2 nafl around witr
Jumma 12 14 2 nafl after the sunnah

Day 32 48 16 optional rak'ahs
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PRAYER BY PRAYER

FAJR — 4
PART RAK'AHS TYPE
Before fard 2 Sunnah muakkadah
Main prayer 2 Fard
The two sunnah before Fajr are the pair the Prophet # called “better than the world and everything in it” (Sahih
Muslim 725a).
ZUHAR — 10
PART RAKAHS TYPE
Before fard 4 Sunnah muakkadah
Main prayer 4 Fard
After fard 2 Sunnah muakkadah

Six of the twelve guarded rak'ahs of Tirmidhi 415 belong to Zuhar alone — four before, two after.

ASR — 4
PART RAK’AHS TYPE
Main prayer 4 Fard

Four sunnah rak'ahs before Asr are rewarded — “May Allah have mercy upon a man who prays four before Al-

Ast” (Tirmidhi 430, Hasan) — but they are ghayr muakkadah, so the chart counts Asr as 4.

MAGHRIB — 5

PART RAK’AHS TYPE
Main prayer 3 Fard
After fard 2 Sunnah muakkadah

The only fard prayer with an odd count. Sit for tashahhud after the second rak'ah, then rise for a third of Al-
Fatihah alone.

ISHA—9
PART RAK'AHS TYPE
Main prayer 4 Fard
After fard 2 Sunnah muakkadah
Night closing 3 Witr (wajib in the Hanafi school)

Witr: three rak'ahs with a sitting after the second and Dua Qunoot in the third. Afraid you will not wake later? “He
should observe witr in the first part of it” (Sahih Muslim 755a).

JUMMA — 12
PART RAK'AHS TYPE
Before khutbah 4 Sunnah muakkadah
With the imam 2 Fard
After fard 4 Sunnah muakkadah
After that 2 Sunnah muakkadah

“When any one of you observes the Jumu'a prayer, he should observe four (rak'ahs) afterwards” (Sahih Muslim

881a). Jumma rep]aces Zuhar on Friday.
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THE PROOF FOR FIXED COUNTS
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“When the prayers are over, remember Allah—whether you are standing, sicting, or lying down. But
when you are secure, establish regular prayers. Indeed, performing prayers is a duty on the believers at
the appointed times.”
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Surah An-Nisa 4:103 - Eng]ish: Khattab, The Clear Quran - Urdu: Jz\lzmdhzlri

And the obligation itself is exactly five: the Prophet £ told a questioner that five prayers in a day and night were his
duty, nothing further obligatory unless he volunteered it — and promised him success for holding to that (Sahih al-
Bukhari 46).

FRIDAY — JUMMA
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“O believers! When the call to prayer is made on Friday, then proceed [diligently| to the remembrance of
Allah and leave off [your| business. That is best for you, if only you knew.”
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Surah Al-Jumu'ah 62:9 - English: Khattab, The Clear Quran - Urdu: Jalandhari

Jumma holds 2 fard rak'ahs with the imam after the khutbah, in place of Zuhar; the chart around it totals 12. The four
sunnah before the khutbah are Hanafi emphasized practice; other schools encourage voluntary prayer on arrival
without fixing four. Two optional nafl after the sunnahs take the fuller count to 14, as many Hanafi books print.
Jumu'ah is obligatory for adult men who are resident and able; women, travellers and anyone who misses the
congregation pray Zuhar's four fard instead.

TRAVELLING — QASR
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“When you travel through the land, it is permissible for you to shorten the prayer—/[especially] if you
fear an artack by the disbelievers. Indeed, the disbelievers are your sworn enemies.”
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Surah An-Nisa 4:101 - English: Khattab, The Clear Quran - Urdu: Jalandhari

On a journey beyond the sharia distance (roughly 77 km / 48 miles, in the Hanafi school) with a stay under fifteen
days, the four-rak'ah fard prayers — Zuhar, Asr and Isha — shorten to two. Fajr, Maghrib and witr never change, and
combining prayers is not the Hanafi practice except at Arafat and Muzdalifah. The Prophet £ shortened on safe
journeys too and called qasr a charity from Allah to be accepted (Sahih Muslim 686a).

OUTSIDE THE DAILY TABLE

SPECIAL PRAYER RUNGNEN WHEN

Eid (Fitr and Adha) 2, with extra takbirs Eid morning, in congregation
Janaza (funeral) o — four takbirs standing When a Muslim dies

Taraweeh 20 (Hanafi practice) Ramadan nights, after Isha
Tahajjud 2 at a time, as many as you wish Last part of the night, before Fajr
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YOUR FIRST WEEK ON THE CHART

Week one: the 17 fard alone — that is a complete, valid day. Week two: add the 12 sunnah muakkadah guards. Week
three: add the 3 witr. Tick each prayer as you pray it:

IDV\'% FAJR 4 ZUHAR 10 ASR 4 MAGHRIB 5 ISHA 9
Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7

THE RAKAT CHART CARD
Fard2-4-4-3-4=17 | Guards 12 | Witr 3 | Chart day = 32: Fajr 4 - Zuhar 10 - Asr 4 - Maghrib 5 - Isha g -

Jumma 12 | Travelling: the three 4s become 2s

QUICK QUESTIONS

WHAT IF I ONLY PRAY THE FARD RAK'AHS?
Your prayer is valid and your obligation is met (Sahih al-Bukhari 46). Add the sunnah layers gradually, without guilt —
a small count prayed daily outweighs a heroic chart abandoned by Friday.

WHY DO SOME CHARTS SAY ISHA HAS 17 RAKAHS?

They count every optional layer as well: 4 ghayr muakkadah before the fard and two nafl pairs around the witr. The

fard is 4 on every chart ever printed.

IS WITR OBLIGATORY?

In the Hanafi school witr is wajib — necessary, just below fard. In the other schools it is an emphasized sunnah. No

SC]’IOO] treats it as a Casual extra.

READ MORE ON CURRENTISLAM.COM

« Full article: Namaz Rakat: The Complete Rakat Table
e Fajr Praver Guide — Timings and Method

« How Many Rakats in Isha Namaz?
e Taraweeh Namaz Guide — Method and Rakats
e Namaz Janaza — The Funeral Prayer

Sources & credits: Arabic (Uthmani) and Urdu (Jalandhari, resource 234) via the Quran.com API; English (Khattab, The Clear Quran) read on
Quran.com, 4 November 2026. Hadith checked on Sunnah.com: Bukhari 46; Muslim 686a, 725a, 728a, 7553, 8812; Tirmidhi 415 (Sahih) and 430
(Hasan), Darussalam. The Urdu note in the Lock box is a Currentlslam editorial translation. Arabic and Urdu set in Jameel Noori Nastaleeq. Free to

print and share for personal and teaching use with this credit line intact. @ Currentlslam.com
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https://currentislam.com/namaz-rakat/
https://currentislam.com/fajar-ki-namaz/
https://currentislam.com/how-many-rakats-in-isha-namaz/
https://currentislam.com/taraweeh-namaz-guide-step-by-step-method-rakat/
https://currentislam.com/namaz-janaza/
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